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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 02242 0922I2Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 
COME-00 EB-08 LAB-04 SIL-01 CAB-05 DOTE-00 FAA-00 
AID-05 OMB-OI TRSE-00 OC-06 CCO-00 A-OI OPR-02 SY-05 
MCT-OI /106W 

092224Z 092977/63 

P092I00ZMAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 359 
INFO AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 2242 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, CO 

SUBJ: PUBLIC SERVICE STRIKE SET FOR MARCH 10- MAY DISRUPT 
AIR TRAVEL 

REE: BOGOTA 1150 (NOTAL) 

1. COMMITTEE REPRESENTING SEVERAL UNIONS COVERING PUBLIC 
SERVICE WORKERS HAS SET MARCH 10 AS DATE EOR 24 HOUR WORK 
STOPPAGE TO PROTEST GOC DECISION TO LIMIT 1977 WAGE INCREASE 
FOR PUBLIC SECTOR TO 18 PERCENT (REFTEL). UNIONS ARGUE THAT 
50 TO 60 PERCENT WAGE INCREASE IS JUSTIFIED TO COVER COST 

OF LIVING INCREASES OVER PAST TWO YEARS, AND EXPECTED 
INCREASE FOR THIS YEAR. COMMITTEE, WHICH IS COMPOSED OE 
UNIONS REPRESENTING NATION'S TWO DEMOCRATIC FEDERATIONS AND CO- 
MMUNIST EEDERATION, ANNOUNCED WORK STOPPAGE WILL BEGIN AT 0600 
MARCH 10 UNLESS GOC OEFICIALLY ANNOUNCES REVISION OF WAGE 
INCREASE FIGURE. 

2. STOPPAGE IS EXPECTED TO AFEECT SEVERAL EEDERAL 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BOGOTA 02242 092212Z 

MINISTRIES, OTHER PUBLIC ENTITIES, AND SOME MUNICIPALITIES, 

INCLUDING FEDERAL CIVIL AVIATION STAFE. DEPENDING ON DEGREE 
OF ADHERENCE BY THIS STAFE, NATION'S AIRPORTS COULD BE CLOSED 
FOR DURATION OF STOPPAGE. TEMPORARY LOSS OF OTHER PUBLIC 
SERVICES EXPECTED TO HAVE LESS IMPACT ON PUBLIC, BUT COULD 
EFFECT GOC TAX COLLECTION PROCESS. 
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3. COMMENT: IT SEEMS UNLIKELY GOC WILL REVISE UPWARD THE 18 
PERCENT WAGE INCREASE EIGURE, SINCE TO DO SO WOULD HAVE SERIOUS 
EEEECT ON PRIVATE SECTOR NEGOTIATIONS WHICH SEEM TO BE SETTLING 
AROUND 200 TO 22 PERCENT EIGURE. 

INTERESTED PARTIES SHOULD BE ADVISED OE POSSIBLITY THAT CO- 
LOMBIAN AIRPORT EACILITIES MAY BE CLOSED MARCH 10. 

DREXLER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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